It seems like forever since I wrote an editorial for the Journal of Veterinary Dentistry (JOVD). There was no editorial in the December 2018 issue since we were walking the tightrope of running out of our yearly allotment of printed pages toward the end of 2018. Moving forward, this will be less likely to happen since our new contract with SAGE provides us with an added allotment of pages per year in the print version. I am happy to announce that the Foundation for Veterinary Dentistry (FVD) has signed a new 5-year contract with SAGE Publications. Similarly, Kimberly Lewis and I have signed a contract as Managing Editor and Editor-in-Chief through the end of 2021. SAGE Publications has been great to work with and we look forward to continued success for both organizations in the future.
A successful Veterinary Dental Forum (VDF) occurred in Phoenix, Arizona in November 2018. While there, I chose to attend lectures in the equine lecture series. Not that I have any aspirations of becoming an equine dentist, but as the American Veterinary Dental College's (AVDC's) representative to the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA), I wanted to see for myself how the specialty of equine dentistry has progressed since it was provided conditional recognition as a registered veterinary specialty years ago by the AVMA's regulatory board of veterinary specialties, the American Board of Veterinary Specialties (ABVS). I am happy to report the VDF's equine lecture series was filled with lively discussion of current literature with a sound scientific approach. As a reader of the JOVD, you have seen for yourself the spike of scientific equine content submitted to and published by the JOVD. Hopefully, this will be seen as strong evidence of the relevance of full recognition of the equine specialty by the ABVS in 2020. The specialty's leaders will create a report that I will present at next year's ABVS meeting.
I should take this opportunity to discuss changes that occurred in 2018 with the ABVS. Dr. Colin Harvey did so much for our specialty as AVDC's ABVS representative for many years. The gravitas that he brought as AVDC's ABVS representative was huge for the specialty. Before he stepped down from his ABVS representative position in 2017, Colin and other leaders of the ABVS recognized that the specialties shouldn't self-regulate and broader representation would be important on the ABVS, including non-specialists. Therefore, ABVS membership was modified and the Veterinary Specialty Organization Committee (VSOC) was created. VSOC serves in an advisory role to the ABVS with representatives from each specialty. The regulatory role of the ABVS, with its new composition, consists of 4 specialist VSOC representatives and 8 representatives who are not on the VSOC.
Roles of the VSOC include but are not limited to the following: elect VSOC members to serve on the ABVS; receive from, and provide to, the ABVS information regarding best practices in credentialing, examination, certification, and maintenance of certification; create and approve standards for recognition of new and current specialties; provide advice and assistance to groups expressing an interest in the establishment and recognition of a new veterinary specialty organization; provide advice to AVMA Board of Directors in matters related to specialized veterinary medicine; promote advocacy efforts toward state veterinary medical boards concerning the use of the term "specialist"; promote information sharing and collaborative efforts between recognized specialty organizations; facilitate information sharing with international veterinary specialty organizations.
I hope you enjoy this issue of the JOVD, which contains two additional manuscripts that contribute to the equine knowledge base, and manuscripts involving dogs, rabbits and elephant seals! With sincere gratitude,
